
THE PAMELA HAMBRO HALL   (a brief history by Ted Richardson) 
 
As the rebuilding of the Hall nears completion, I thought it would be a good idea to try 
and write a history of how it came into being.   There must be many who now live in 
The Valley who have no idea as to how it all began, and the perpetual struggle by many 
of the people who gave many hours of physical toil to keep it in reasonable repair.   The 
Editor of the Valley News has suggested that the information should be spread over 
two or three months, and with the amount of information that is available, this would 
seem a good idea. 
 
A great deal of the early history has come from one person, but with the help of the 
personal memories of some of the "oldest" inhabitants and Minutes of the meetings of 
the Hall Management Committee, there will certainly be enough for two or three 
months!     I would like to say at the beginning that if I have missed out several names, I 
apologise and invite them to write in with their experiences for inclusion in this history.   
My personal memories go back to 1958 when, having moved into the village, I was 
quickly invited to become involved with many activities in Stickland - one of the many 
pleasures of village life, creating a feeling of belonging. 

  
The Pamela Hambro Memorial Hall was built in 1934 by the Hambros, to replace the 
Reading Room that had been sold off in the Estate Sale of 1933.   It was built on the 
site of an old saw pit, which in later years was to give rise to subsidence problems.   
The original lease, dated 24th March 1934, appointed the Reverend David George 
Littlejohns, Vanda Dorothy Julia Hambro, Rupert Tory and Henry Frederick Robert 
Fookes as Trustees This document provided for the Hall to be used by the inhabitants 
of Winterborne Stickland, Winterborne Houghton, Winterborne Clenston and 
Turnworth.   Sir Charles Jocelyn Hambro KBE gave the Hall to the community in 1948.   
Because of the legal difficulties of conveying the property to all four parishes, it was 
decided that Winterborne Stickland, in whose parish it was situated, should hold it.   To 
cover the interests of the others, a Trust Deed was drawn up between the Winterborne 
Stickland Parish Council and the three other parishes, granting them the right of use.   
Both documents were dated 16th November 1948. 
 
The Hall was given on three basic conditions.  Firstly, that the name of the PAMELA 
HAMBRO MEMORIAL HALL be used in perpetuity.   Secondly, that it should not be 
used for meetings of the communist party, or, to quote from the conveyance, "a political 
party the objects of which are hostile to the Crown or constitution of the United 
Kingdom or British Empire or Commonwealth of Nations."  Thirdly, that the Parish 
Council should pay the donor's legal expenses.   Hawes & Udall of Chancery Lane, 
London, acted for Sir Charles, and Blanchards of Blandford for the Parish Council.   
The London based firm's fee was £24.2.0d compared to the more modest figure of 
£11.17.6d charged by the Council's solicitors.   During the negotiations, it was 
necessary to obtain a valuation of the property, which the District Valuer put at £600.  
From 1948 the Parish Council managed the Hall.  A separate management committee 
was appointed in 1961, which remained in place until 1970 when the Hall obtained 
charity status. 
  
By the 1950's the Pamela Hambro Hall was in a run down condition and in urgent need 
of modernisation. The toilet facilities were extremely primitive.  It was also in poor 
financial straits.   So much so, that the matter was discussed at length at the 1957 
Annual Parish Meeting, when it was resolved to keep the Hall going.   This proved to be 
the watershed.  From then on things began to improve.  An ad-hoc committee was 



formed comprising of representatives from a number of village organisations.   Mrs. 
Nex and Mrs. Norman represented the WI; Fred Waterman and Miss Hole the 
Horticultural Society; Peter Barber and Norman Wellstead the British Legion; and Mrs. 
Ramsay and Mr. Druery the PCC Stickland.  The various organisations involved 
arranged fund raising events for the Hall.  This was really the forerunner of handing 
over the management to an independent committee. 
At the May meeting in 1961 with Mr. Everett in the chair, it was decided to open a Bank 
account at the National Provincial in Blandford.   Also at this meeting Mrs. Pond, Mrs. 
Coysh, and Mrs. Clarke agreed to paint the long wooden seats (these were old church 
pews, but I cannot find out from which church they came; they were painted in bright 
colours (TR). 
 
At the meeting of 19th June 1961 it was reported the balance was £37.8.7d.   (For the 
sake of the young, this was in the old pounds shillings and pence.)   Unpaid bills 
amounted to £10.   A WI Jumble Sale had provided £17.2.6d.     
Hiring charges were revised to: - 
 
Over 60's - 3/6d. per meeting 
Private bookings - 7/6d. per hour (plus 7/6d extra for use of piano) 
Profit making bookings - 5/-d. per hour 
Non profit making bookings - 3/6d. per hour 
Charge for coal fires unchanged (there were two miserable fires and you froze!) 
 
A dance was to be organised.   There would be a draw for a basket of groceries, valued 
£1 and a 10/-d. (i.e. 50p) basket of fruit.   Two boys, Mrs. Moore’s son and Philip Cuff 
would sell tickets.   Mr. Good said he would keep an eye on the boys!  "Spot" prizes 
would be provided 20 cigarettes and box of chocolates. 
 
A request for volunteers to paint the outside of the Hall was made.  (This "hard labour" 
for Committee members went on for years!)  Incidentally, the dance raised £8.   It was 
also reported that the caretaker was prepared to remain unpaid until funds permitted.  
(She had my sympathy, as there was a time when I was chairman, secretary and cleaner 
all at the same time.  I think there must have been a war on or something and labour 
was short! TR) 
 
There is an earlier entry stating that the Teenagers (Youth Club) raised £45.6.4d from 
their Sports Meeting and dance and handed this to the PHH Management Committee. 
(Well done the young 'uns; any of them now not so young remember this?) 
On 5th June 1963 Canon Low took the meeting.   A suggestion from Mr. Wellstead to the 
effect that the present committee were unable to continue to manage the Hall and he felt 
that the Parish Council, as Trustees, should take over.   This came into being and the 
Parish Council became the Hall management committee as well, and was as follows: Dr. 
Langley (chairman) Mrs. Ramsay, Mr. Nex, Messrs. Wellstead, Richardson, Billett and 
Goddard.     In December 1963, Mr. Blake (local farmer) was asked to bulldoze the grass 
bank in front of the Hall, put down some gravel to form a car park.   (Ivor Blake was the 
brother of Velma Mintern, who with her husband Arthur ran "The Crown", now renamed 
the "Shire Horse".   Velma still lives in the Valley.     TR) 
 
At the AGM in April 1963, despite lack of funds, it was decided that an effort should be 
made to renew the toilets.   The Ladies' loo was down the steps and later became the 
kitchen (and is still in the same location in the new Hall).   The gents was a wooden shack 
outside.   It is noted that Mrs. Moore, in answer to Canon Low's query, at a meeting in 



October 65, stated that the contents of the Elsans were disposed of correctly! 
 
In 1966 permission was granted to the Boys' Club to construct a bar for serving 
refreshments.  During the year discussions took pace regarding carrying out 
improvements, and obtaining grants for the work.   At a November meeting Mr. John Gill 
was present to explain the improvement plans which were passed in April 1969 by the 
Blandford Rural District Council.   Three builders were approached to give quotes - 
Messrs. Maidment & Stansfield of Whitechurch; H.F. Rolls of Spetisbury; Mr. G. Barnes of 
Bere Regis.  Mr. G. R. Chaffey had installed two large oil heaters and although efficient, 
they were unpopular, as they needed to be lit one hour or so before the Hall was used! 
 
The agreed improvements were to build a stage at the Western end (where it still 
is) and to make the main entrance at the opposite end, with a small entrance lobby and 
store.   Two toilets to be built, where they still are, and a kitchen.   Next month I will 
write about what had to be done when the roof started to subside and push the walls 
out.......!  
 
I think it was in 1980 the committee expressed concern about the condition of the Hall 
and a sub committee was set up to make recommendations.   Professional advice was 
sought through Mr. Peter Hayter and in his preliminary report he stated the roof was 
beginning to splay and push the walls out.   Grants from D.C.C. and the Parish Council 
were promised.   If I remember correctly the Parish Council administered a Grant from 
the N.D.D.C. in the form of a loan which had to be repaid over 4 years and was funded 
by a Ip rate on the four parishes.   Total cost was over £6000.     John Felstead, who at 
no extra cost carried out additional improvements to ensure a first rate job, carried out 
the work.   (I wonder if he made it hard for himself when it came to dismantling the old 
roof when carrying out the latest re-building!) 
 
An approach was to be made to the Trustees of Browning Estate to purchase land 
behind the Hall to enable a large car park to be made.   (The Browning family had 
farmed at Hedge End, and had always been supportive of the Sports Club).   The 
estimated cost of all these improvements was now in the region of £20,000.   In 1982 
when fund raising was discussed, Reg Lomax and myself visited Whitechurch Hall 
Committee to see how they organised their "100 Club".   Following this, our own 100 
Club came into being in the November of that year and has been operating ever since 
with great success.   The late Jack Oakley produced a beautifully engineered machine 
for picking the numbers that was named "the rotating Ernie" after the computer that 
picked the Premium Bonds.     Jack was also responsible for fitting out a new kitchen. 
The car park was enlarged following agreement with the Browning Trust;   the west end 
wall was rendered and stabilised to stop flaking. 
 
There were many events that took place during the 64 years I have tried to cover in 
these reports.  Many people have served these four parishes trying to retain the 
Pamela Hambro Hall in good condition for the many clubs and societies that use it and 
without which we would not enjoy the entertainment and interests they provide. 
 
Some names that come to mind are the late Ivor Billet and the late Ron Matthews. John 
Watson served on the committee and was also instrumental in starting the 
"Antiquarians".   For a long time bookings and many hours doing repairs were done by 
Gordon Percival.   Alma Smith took over secretarial duties way back before the first big 
improvements were done, when total funds amounted to 10 shillings (50p.)!  Reg and 
Joan Lomax used to put on superb Curry Evenings to help swell funds.  Donations 



came from the Valley Wives, Jill and Arthur Williams ran "Penny Readings" evenings in 
their home, the proceeds from these found their way to Hall funds.  One of the biggest 
solo efforts came from Bridget Wills who ran Bingo evenings and in one year raised 
over £230. Husband Jim helped Bridget organise sponsored walks for the same cause. 
 
So many helpers, but I am afraid I cannot remember them all, but whoever and 
whenever, all served our community well and deserve our thanks. 
 
(N.B. In an earlier report I mentioned that the hall seating was once old church pews; 
Hazel Steele has told me they were from the old Methodist Chapel (now Bell House), in 
Stickland.  
 


